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If  the  outturn  of  crops  this  year  is  about  in  line  with  the  August 
Crop  Report  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  and  if  livestock  pro- 
duction is  near  current  estimates,  around  a  half  billion,  or  about  3  per- 
cent, fewer  man-hours  of  labor  will  be  used  for  farm  work  this  year,  as 
compared  with  last.  The  reduction  from  a  year  ago  is  highlighted  by  the 
big  drop  in  labor  needed  for  cotton,  corn,  and  wheat  (table  1).  Partly 
offsetting  this  drop  are  the  greater  needs  of  labor  for  most  other  crops 
and  for  most  kinds  of  livestock. 

Reductions  in  acreage  are  largely  responsible  for  lower  labor 
needs  for  cotton,  corn,  and  wheat  this  year.  In  addition,  the  August 
Crop  Report  indicated  a  lower  yield  on  cotton  and  corn  which  means  fewer 
man-hours  per  acre.  Also,  in  developing  the  estimates  it  was  assumed 
that  the  trends  of  the  last  few  years  in  farm  mechanization  and  in  other 
labor-saving  practices  would  continue  through  195U. 

Greater  numbers  of  livestock  on  farms  and  more  livestock  products  in 
195k  are  the  main  reasons  for  increased  labor  for  these  enterprises.  Most 
livestock  work  is  done  by  family  and  other  year-round  workers  and  more  work 
on  livestock  points  up  the  importance  of  these  kinds  of  workers  in  the  farm- 
production  picture. 

Data  in  table  2  indicate  only  a  slight  reduction  this  year  from  1953 
in  the  quantity  of  labor  used  in  the  first  3  months  when  work  on  livestock 
is  heavy.  Less  labor  for  cotton  and  corn  is  reflected  in  the  sharp  drop 
for  the  main  harvest  months  of  September,  October,  and  November. 

Many  influences  have  contributed  to  the  longtime  downward  trend  in 
use  of  labor  on  farms  that  is  shown  in  table  3.  The  drop  from  1953  to 
the  expected  level  this  year  is  no  exception;  that  is,  it  is  the  result 
of  changes  in  many  interrelated  factors,  such  as  acres  of  different  crops, 
numbers  of  different  kinds  of  livestock,  yields,  practices  used,  and 
advances  in  farm  mechanization. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  convert  the  man-hours  presented  in  this 
report  to  number  of  workers.  The  number  of  individuals  needed  for  a  par- 
ticular period  or  job  is  determined  by  many  things  -  weather,  type  of 
workers  used,  work  time  available,  and  work  methods  followed.  But,  the 
data  on  man-hours  do  provide  an  overall  measure  of  the  amount  of  work 
done  or  to  be  done. 
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Table  1.-  Farm  labor  needs  by  enterprises,  United  States,  195U  and 

comparisons  1/ 


195U  as  a 

Enterprise 

I    1953 

:  Indicated  : 
:   1951*  2/   : 

percentage 
of 
1953 

i   Million 

Million 

\       man-hrs • 

man-hrs. 

Percent 

Milk  cows 

\        2,723 

2,762 

101.1* 

Other  cattle 

\            908 

911 

103.6 

Hogs 

i     511 

5W* 

106.5 

Sheep  and  wool              i 

\             121 

120 

99.2 

Poultry  3/ 

i   1,165 

1,200 

103.0 

All  productive  livestock  h/  ' 

5,557 
290 

5,696 
2oT" 

102.5 

Horses  and  mules            i 

j?i.o 

All  livestock             s 

5,81*7 

5,960 

101.9 

Corn                     : 

921 

866 

9U.0 

Feed  grains  other  than  corn    i 

:     307 

362 

117.9 

Hay                      : 

531 

5U* 

102.1* 

Wheat                     ! 

:     281 

22l* 

79.7 

Food  grains  other  than  wheat   s 

1*5 

51 

113.3 

Vegetables                 j 

1,185 

1,156 

97.6 

Fruits  and  nuts  5/         s 

682i 

681* 

100.0 

Sugar  crops                i 

i     110 

113 

102.7 

Cotton                    5 

i   1,751 

1,305 

7lu5 

Tobacco                   i 

i     760 

765 

100.7 

Oil  crops                  s 

:     165 

183 

110.9 

All  crops   6/            j 

6,967 

6,1*78 

93.0 

Farm  maintenance  if                     \ 

2,261 

2,195 

97.1 

All  farm  work              s 

•   15,075 

ll*,633 

97.1 

1/  Man-hours  are  in  terras  of  the  time  required  by  average  adult  male 
workers • 

2/  Based  on  August  1951*  "Crop  Production"  report  and  other  releases  of 
the  Agricultural  Estimates  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

3/  Includes  labor  used  on  chickens  raised,  hens  and  pullets  for  egg 
production,  broilers,  and  turkeys. 

h/  Includes,  in  addition  to  the  livestock  listed  above,  the  labor  used 
on  minor  livestock  enterprises,  such  as  goats,  bees,  ducks,  and  geese. 

5/  Man-hours  for  195U  assumed  to  be  the  same  as  for  1953  even  though 
some  increase  in  production  is  indicated. 

6/  Includes,  in  addition  to  the  crops  listed  above,  the  labor  used  on 
minor  crops,  such  as  broom  corn,  hops,  and  popcorn. 

7/  Includes  labor  used  for  fencing,  repairs  to  buildings,  machinery 

and  equipment,  farm  woods,  permanent  pastures,  general  land  maintenance, 
farm  business,  and  other  miscellaneous  work.  Computed  at  15  percent 
of  all  farm  work. 
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Table  2.-  Farm  labor  needs  by  months,  United  States,  19$h   and 

comparisons  1/ 


Months 

\          1953 

• 
• 

:   Indicated 
:    195U  2/ 

:  195U  as  a 
:  percentage 
:   of  1953 

I    Million 
}    man-hrs • 

Million 
man-hrs  • 

Percent 

January      ! 

I     9UU 

9U1 

99.7 

February     i 

i      969 

967 

99.8 

March        ! 

t    1,190 

1,187 

99.7 

* 

April        j 

1,376 

1,357 

98.6 

< 

May         J 

t    1,1*61 

1,U2U 

97.5 

4 

June        i 

:    l,Ui2 

1,393 

96.6 

July        s 

1,32U 

1,295 

97.8 

* 

August       i 

t    1,298 

1,270 

97.8 

■ 

September     i 

i         1,518 

1,U21 

93.6 

October      s 

i    l,h3U 

1,332 

92.9 

November     s 

1,126 

1,07? 

95.6 

December     s 

993 

969 

97.6 

Total      : 

15,075 

1U,633 

97.1 

1/  See  footnote  1,  table  1. 
2/  See  footnote  2,  table  1. 
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Table  3.-  Man-hours  of  labor  for  crops,  livestock,  and  all  farm  work, 

United  States,  1910-51  1/ 


1935 


10,91*9 


>        All 
:       crops 

:           All            : 
:  productive     : 
:  livestock  2/: 

Horses 

and 
mules 

•               All  farm  work 

Year 

*     Man-hours 

:       Index 

:  191*7-1*9  =  100 

:     Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

man-hrs . 

man-hrs . 

man-hrs . 

man-hrs . 

1910           ! 

!       12,589 

1*,792 

1,781* 

22,51*7 

132 

1915 

i       12,770 

5,039 

l,9l*8 

23,21*1* 

136 

1920           ! 

1       13,1*06 

5,027 

1,963 

23,995 

lUo 

1925           : 

.      13,01*6 

5,102 

1,772 

23,800 

139 

1930 

!       12,286 

5,729 

1,U68 

22,921 

131* 

5,71*9 


1,196 


19U0 

:       10,371* 

6,01*3 

960 

191*1 

i        9,938 

6,186 

918 

19U2           i 

:       10,311 

6,51*1* 

867 

191*3          : 

i        9,893 

6,867 

820 

191*1*           : 

9,912 

6,725 

773 

191*5           ! 

:         9,080 

6,1*1*6 

716 

191*6           : 

:         8,860 

6,11*2 

658 

191*7           ! 

t        8,535 

5,830 

589 

191*8           : 

i         8,1*98 

5,529 

522 

191*9          s 

:         6,liil* 

5,1*81 

1*51* 

1950 

i         7,060 

5,1*87 

396 

1951          s 

:         7,1*20 

5,503 

363 

1952           : 

7,122 

5,506 

323 

1953           J 

t         6,967 

5,557 

290 

1951*    3/  i 

6,1*78 

5,696 

261* 

21,052 

20,1*1*3 
20,01*9 
20,81*9 
20,682 
20,1*82 

19,108 
18,1*23 
17,593 
17,116 
16,563 

15,227 
15,630 
15,237 
15,075 
H*, 633 


1/  See  footnote  1,  table  1. 

2/  For  livestock  included  see  footnote  I*,  table  1. 

%/  See  footnote  2,  table  1. 
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120 
117 
122 
121 

120 

112 
108 
103 
100 
97 

89 
91 
89 

88 
86 


